This is my last editorial as I hand over the reins of Ultrasound to Hazel Edwards, Consultant Sonographer at the Norwich Radiology Academy. Fortunately, Hazel shares my unnatural passion for journal editing. With her unfailing enthusiasm, wit and dedication to the journal I am confident that Ultrasound will go from strength to strength. I hope readers will agree that the journal has improved in appearance, quality and relevance over the last two years. I particularly enjoyed running the competition for best postgraduate journal article; many thanks to all the early-stage researchers who submitted their research. In continuing the journal Hazel will be aided by two new Deputy Editors, Jacinta Browne (Lecturer in Physics at Dublin Institute of Technology) and Diane DeFriend (Consultant Radiologist at Derriford Hospital in Plymouth). This line-up completes our sonographer-scientist-clinician triad and retains the interdisciplinary spirit of the British Medical Ultrasound Society (BMUS). I am delighted to welcome Jacinta and Diane and to thank Tom Fitzgerald for his support as the previous Assistant Editor.
While working on the journal I have incurred many debts. I am particularly indebted to Professor David Evans for being supportive of my involvement in BMUS and to my friends and colleagues in Leicester for their patience and understanding in the face of inevitable late nights and tight deadlines. The journal editorial team, contributors and reviewers have all been a joy to work with. As Editor, I benefited from the unstinting support and good humour of staff in the BMUS office as well as the wisdom of BMUS Council and the Ultrasound Editorial Board. I feel privileged to have been able to contribute to the Society and hope to continue to be involved in the next few years. Special thanks go to Paul Sidhu and Carmel Moran from the BMUS Publications Committee for graciously assisting with reviews and being unfailingly supportive, and to Kevin Martin for offering to tackle some of our most indecipherable papers. Finally, sincere gratitude to our excellent production and marketing team at the Royal Society of Medicine Press.
This month sees the launch of our third special issue, which has an obstetric theme. We are grateful to Dr Trish Chudleigh from Addenbrookes for providing a detailed guest editorial illustrating our latest collection of freely available articles online. Trish introduces each paper and highlights how practice and guidelines evolve year on year. For access, please go to http://ult.rsmjournals.com/ cgi/content/full/18/3/DC1 or visit the BMUS website to browse the previous special collections dedicated to Vascular and Paediatric topics.
This issue of the journal has been compiled by Hazel, and features an enticing array of articles. Details for the delivery of the NHS Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening Programme are provided in a special feature by Earnshaw. The successful implementation of this essential and important screening programme is heavily reliant on recruiting, training and retaining high quality assistant practitioners. It is, therefore, reassuring to read that CPD for these staff is recognized and is high on the agenda.
MacDonald provides a useful illustrated review of current and anticipated future applications of ultrasound in the management of gynaecological cancers. It is surprising to learn that few centres perform paracentesis under ultrasound guidance despite evidence indicating that those that do have reduced morbidity and hospital stays.
A study by a team from Leeds and Bradford adds to mounting evidence advocating the use of steroid injection for the treatment of subacromial impingement. This study also suggests that efficacy of this technique is not improved by ultrasound guidance. This may be of interest to hard pressed departments having difficulty meeting the demand for shoulder requests. Perhaps more clinicians should be undertaking the procedure blind on some groups of patients rather than relying on radiologists. Still on a musculoskeletal theme, Clague and Bradley propose a simple and modified technique for aspiration of ganglion cysts.
Main et al. describe an example of how point-of-care ultrasound expedited the diagnosis and management of a woman with pulmonary embolus. They employ this case to support the argument that the successful use of this tool is reliant on robust training and clinical governance frameworks.
Case reports have a distinctly vascular theme this month. Rajayogeswaran et al. describe a mycotic aortic aneurysm as causing a tardus parvus waveform in the hepatic artery of a transplanted liver. This condition has not been identified previously in the literature. An inflammatory abdominal aortic aneurysm is the subject of a report by Smith et al., who also consider potential training implications for screening technicians. A team from Germany describes a rare case of multiple hepatic artery aneurysms demonstrated beautifully by correlates from a range of imaging techniques.
A rare disease which seems to be enjoying a revival is highlighted by a team from Edinburgh. Lemierre's syndrome is a serious infective condition, and in this case the management is further complicated by pregnancy. Finally, Wallage and Riley describe an incidental finding of tuberculous epididymo-orchitis in a young man.
Book reviews this month include the long-awaited second edition of the popular Ultrasound Physics and Instrumentation by Hoskins et al. as well as comprehensive guides to fetal cardiac assessment and transoesophageal cardiac assessment.
Don't forget to read the letter to the editor, which responds to the thought-provoking guest editorial by Lees and Hinshaw, published in the August issue of Ultrasound. As ever, the editorial team welcomes your letters.
Once again, farewell from me. Your contributions make Ultrasound a pleasure to read. It has been an absolute honour to be the Editor of Ultrasound and I wish the journal every success in the future.
